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loss. The attack had not been well devised, but in
any case the obstacles were almost insurmountable; it
was a serious error to operate by the Montmorenci at all.
The English began to lose heart, and Wolfe's health,
always very delicate, gave way completely under the
shock. Mortification at the failure, and melancholy
brooding over the helplessness of the situation, brought
on a violent fever, and for some weeks he lay in a critical
condition, during which operations were almost sus-
pended.
As soon as he was partially recovered, Wolfe called
his principal officers to council, and it was decided to
renew the attack above Quebec.    Small hopes Resolves to
of success were entertained, but it was deemed °{^te
advisable to keep the enemy in play, to pre- Quebec,
vent his detaching fresh troops against Amherst, who
might be in difficulties, as no communication had been
received from him, though Wolfe had heard from French
prisoners of his having taken Ticonderoga and Crown
Point.
Before setting out on his forlorn hope, Wolfe de-
spatched a letter to Pitt detailing the progress of the
siege, couched in the gloomiest tones, and con- Wolfe>s
eluding with the words : ' Happy if our efforts letters.
here can contribute to the success of His Majesty's arms
in any other parts of America.3 In a subsequent letter to
Lord Holdernesse, the last he ever wrote, he says, ' my
constitution is entirely ruined, without the consolation of
having done any considerable service to the state, or
without any prospect of it.5 Three days after the first
of these letters reached England, an express arrived
announcing that Quebec was taken and Wolfe slain.
When all was in readiness, the whole available Eng-
lish force, numbering no more than 3,600 effectives, was
transported,, under the escort of Admiral Holmes's

